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lat is claimed is: 

1 . \ A method for acquiring remote high resolution photographs by a user using a 
streaming video as a view-finder, comprising: 

connecting a remote device to one or more photo- video acquisition devices, 
wherein thk remote device is controlled by the user; 

acqun&ng a high resolution photograph from the remote device using a video 
streamed fromvthe one or more photo- video acquisition devices as a view-finder; and 



processing and transmitting the video and the high resolution photograph obtained* 
from the one or more photo-video acquisition devices, using a joint video and still image f 
pipeline. 1 1 

2. The methodW claim 1, wherein the connecting step includes connecting the 
remote device to the We or more photo-video acquisition devices through a network. 

3. The method ofVlaim 1, wherein the connecting step includes connecting the 
remote device to the one^or more photo-video acquisition devices through a point-to-point 
connection. 

4. The method of claiAi 1 , further comprising: 
requesting payment information from a user who wishes to control the one or 

more photo-video acquisition uevices; and 

enabling the user to cori^ol the one or more photo-video acquisition devices from 
the remote device. \ 

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising verifying the payment information 
submitted by the user before enabling the user to control the one or more photo-video 
acquisition devices 

6. The method of claim 4, whereik the acquiring step includes using a queue system 
to allow multiple users to control the onV or more photo-video acquisition devices. 

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising storing the video and the high 
resolution photograph in a storage on a network server. 

8. The method of claim 1 5 further composing sending the video and the high 
resolution photograph to the user 

9. The method of claim 1, further compiling posting the video and the high 
resolution photograph on a web page. 

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising 
requesting payment information from a us&r who wishes to download the video 

and the high resolution photograph from the web page; and 
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enabling the user to download the video and the high resolution photograph onto 
the remote device. 

11. An apparatus for acquiring re mote high resolution photographs by a user using a 
streaming video as a view-finder, comprising: 

one or more photo-video acquisition devices capable of acquiring videos and high 
resolution photographs, wherein the videos and the high resolution photographs can be 
processed and transmitted using a join : video and still image pipeline; 

a network linked to the one or more photo-video acquisition devices; and 
a remote device capable of logging onto the one or more photo-video acquisition 
devices through the network and acquiring the high resolution photographs, using videos 
streamed from the one or more photo- video acquisition devices as a view-finder. 

12. The apparatus of claim 1 1 , whe rein the user can control the one or more photo- 
video acquisition devices from the reir ote device through the network or other 
communication channels. 

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wh >rein the one or more photo-video acquisition 
devices include a queue system that allows multiple users to control the one or more 
photo-video acquisition devices. 

14. The apparatus of claim 1 1, wt erein the network includes a storage on a network 
server to store the videos and the high resolution photographs. 

15. The apparatus of claim 1 1, w lerein the videos and the high resolution 
photographs are posted on a web page. 

16. The apparatus of claim 1 1, w lerein the photo-video acquisition devices are remote 
video cameras. 

17. A method for a user to acquire remote high resolution photographs using a 
streaming video as a view-finder, co uprising: 

logging onto one or more photo-video acquisition devices from a remote device 
through a network; 

acquiring a high resolution p lotograph from the remote device, using a video 
streamed from the one or more photo-video acquisition devices as a view-finder, wherein 
video and the high resolution photograph obtained from the one or more photo-video 
acquisition devices are processed an i transmitted using a joint video and still image 



pipeline; and 

receiving the high resolutior 



photograph from the network. 



18. The method of claim 17, fuijther comprising: 
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selecting a photo-video acquisition device from the one or more photo-video 
acquisition devices for acquiring the high resolution photograph; 

submitting payment informjation to control the selected photo-video acquisition 
device through the network; and 

controlling the selected ph£to-video acquisition device from the remote device 
through the network. 

19. The method of claim 1 7, IjUrther comprising: 

storing the high resolution photograph in a local storage; and 
printing the high resolution photograph on a printer at home. 



20. The method of claim 17, 
at home. 



further comprising receiving the video from the network 
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